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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
 
For by the Grace of the Almighty, I Greet One and Ones, 
 

Blessed Love International Rastafari Family. Much speculation has been taking place about the viability of IRASCOM International, its 
continuance and operation and Iman am here to set the record straight that this Zion Train is still bound for glory land. Whilst it is true that little 
has been heard from IRASCOM over the last two months, I can assure ones that it was an executive decision to take the much-needed break as 
a time for strategic planning, revitalization and defensive maneuverings.  

From its rebirth in Jamaica, in the early 1930’s the Rastafari Movement has been under constant attacks and the need to secure our 
works and efforts is of paramount importance to IRASCOM and its administration, so much so that we are/were willing to completely suspend all 
efforts until proper procedures were implemented to secure Rastafari works through the instrument of IRASCOM. 

In addition, the month of November will prove to be an overhauling month of IRASCOM, as we will mark our 2nd Anniversary, along 
with celebrating with Coronation of InI King of Kings, His Majesty Emperor Haile Selassie I. A number of new changes will be implemented in 
IRASCOM leading up to this point, a new web presence, new addresses, new ambassadors, new board members, officials and staff, a new look 
for the Journal and a more efficient way of engaging the participation of the Rastafari Community. We wish to begin using the Journal as well to 
help introduce the Administration & Staff of IRASCOM to you, so that ones may become more familiar with who we are. 

Our goal is to include YOU the Rastas in every way, form and fashion into a consultative role into the decision making process of 
IRASCOM. Unfortunately, there are still a number of areas for which we can use better upgrades, improvements and effectiveness, for example 
our ability to answer your questions and request in a timely manner. So InI take this opportunity to make an appeal, to any and all Rastafari 
children out there with whatever skill or talent or resources ones may have to please contact us so that we may put the I to good use in helping 
to restore the land of the righteous. We are in need of more writers for the staff; so if you have an idea for an article or column, let us hear from 
you. If you are interested in serving as an ambassador of IRASCOM in your local community, let us hear from you. If you are interested in 
hosting a fundraiser, collecting donations or making a donation, let us hear from you. Whatever contribution ones can make, however small or 
big, let us at IRASCOM International hear from you.  

Let us join hands and complete the task ahead, for as we at IRASCOM have adopted as our motto an excerpt from His Majesty’s 
utterances, “When Africa’s Righteousness People come together, the world will come together” 
 
Israel “Ras Berhane” Mariam 
Chairman, IRASCOM International 
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EDITORIAL PERSPECTIVE 
 

Blessed Greetings Dear Readers, 
 

 
The staff of the IRASCOM Journal sends our prayers and condolences to those who suffer and have suffered from the effects of 

hurricane Katrina.  We send prayers for the souls that have crossed over. 
This issue has been in the works for over a month prior to the publish date.  In this editorial I speak of community responsibility within 

Rastafari for day-to-day activities.  When it comes to major catastrophes, as the U.S. suffered from hurricane Katrina, Rastafarians must step up 
to the plate and help the human community.   Whether you volunteer your time or donate money it is important and is a directive from His 
Imperial Majesty that we assist our fellow humans.   When I look to the future I see Rastafarians being able consolidate funds and resources to 
address these needs and to represent Rastafari to the general society in a positive light.  

It’s been a very busy summer season for us and I want to apologize for not publishing an August issue.  Each Journal is created by the 
love and pure determination of the staff, which I affectionately call family.  All of us have several other works that have been limiting the time we 
are able to livicate to these works.   Brother Marley works with our brothers and sister that are held captive in the belly of the beast, as well as 
holding a ‘regular’ job.   He brings the light and guidance of HIM Haile Selassie I to help them see through the lies and confusion of the system.   

Some folks in this family are in reggae bands, some are doing bookings or work with promoters for festivals in their area - all 
forwarding JAH’s words and works through the music of the soul.   

One of the bredren has been doing anthropological and archeological studies in the Caribbean risking his freedom to find a slave 
cemetery they are telling him does not exist (although he KNOWS it is there) before they pave it over for a new all-inclusive resort.  All of these 
works are linked by one common thread - community responsibility. 
 Although I believe all of us are born as Rastas there comes a point in our life that we decide to consciously live in JAH’s light and 
follow the teachings of HIM openly.  When we come to that decision we inherit certain responsibilities, today I will be concentrating on community 
responsibility.  No matter our house, our trod or how we sight HIM, we have a directive to help our fellow man.  I want the members of the 
IRASCOM Community and the readers of this Journal to be more specific.  I want us to look to the Rastafarian community and see how each can 
help the other, first.  With all of Rastafari strong we will then be able to assist other communities.   All too often I am reminded of the ‘Crabs In A 
Barrel’ parable when I look at how some of us treat each other.   

For those of you not familiar with this parable I will explain.  When there are crabs in a barrel they all climb on top of each other trying 
to get out.  Just as one nears the top one of the other crabs latches on and pulls him down.  No crab is pushing up, no progress is ever made, 
not one makes it out of the barrel.   

Looking to our community first can sometimes be very simple thing, if you’re looking to buy a product or a service see if there is 
someone within our community that will be able to meet that need.  I have a friend that does construction and handyman work, another that is a 
massage therapist, another that is a tailor and another that does computer repairs.  When anyone talks to me about these services I give them a 
referral to one of my friends.  Sound easy enough, doesn’t it?  

Community responsibility also comes in other forms, like helping one another reach the edge of the barrel, pushing up – not pulling 
down.  This assistance can be financial or an investment of time.  I look to the works that Mikey General, Tony Rebel, Abijah and Everton 
Blendah, to name just a few.  They support the communities they grew up in or on a world scale with their participation in HIV/AIDS education 
and awareness.  I call for the attention our Idren in the music business to follow the examples of community responsibility that these men set.  I 
realize there are several people calling on you asking for this or that.  Do some research and see where you can provide a service, like a benefit 
concert, or you can provide financial assistance to stable, reliable community organizations.  To whom much is given, much is expected and I 
don’t see some of our Idren are paying back what has been given to them.      

The Journal is another example where you can support your community.  Money isn’t every thing, as the humble Rasta knows.  We 
could use your time.  You could volunteer to print and distribute the Journal in your area, write an article, participate in the scripture reasonings, 
we’re looking for more staff writers, an assistant-managing-editor, copy editors, department editors, photographers, graphics and layout 
personnel.  We could use financial donations to upgrade our software programs to more efficiently produce each issue, to professionally print the 
Journal in several different countries or to improve distribution. 

Take time to write to the Brother’s and Sister’s featured in the ‘Keepers’ section.  It would cost you less then one dollar and give 
priceless support to our Idren in need of encouragement and fellowship.  Of course you can always support Ras Marley’s efforts with financial 
support so he can purchase drums, books and craft materials.  His contact information can be found each month at the bottom of the ‘Keepers’ 
section. 

With the beginning of the Ethiopian New Year I encourage each of you to evaluate what you can do to make a change in our 
community.   
 
More Love - Less Fire, 
Issa Kelly 
Managing-Editor IRASCOM Journal 
IRASCOM_Journal_Editor@yahoo.com 
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WORLD NEWS 
 
Bobo Camp Raids 
Edited By: Israel “Ras Berahne” Mariam 

It was reported in the Friday, August 19, 2005 Issue of 
The Tribune (Bahamas Edition) under the title “Rasta fury after 
police raid”. Members of the Ethiopian African Black International 
Congress (EABIC) more commonly known as the Bobo Shanti 
Order suffered a very humiliating and disgraceful ordeal when their 
tabernacle was the victim of an early morning raid at their Nassau, 
Bahamas headquarters. Members of the EABIC were very 
disturbed by the whole ordeal in which police officers and DEU 
agents disrespected their local priest and interrupted their services. 
 Members of the EABIC said that for too long their human 
rights have been violated and called on the Bahamian Government 
to respect their livity. Priest Philip Gibson recounted that they had 
just finished an all-night service in honor of The Honorable Prophet 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey and was just about to begin the morning 
roll call service when over a dozen DEU officers invaded the camp. 
 Complications begun when EABIC members asked the 
officers to remove their shoes because they were standing on holy 
ground and that their guns and knives were not allowed on the 
compound in accordance with the rules of the order. Officers were 
also asked to leave behind their jewelry, money and other personal 
effects at the guardhouse. Not only did the officers not comply they 
proceeded to try talk with members during their prayers even 
leaning upon the altar inside the tabernacle in what was a very 
disrespectful manner to the local priest. 
 One member of the congress pointed out that officers 
would have not been allowed to enter and carry out their 
discrimination inside their own (Christian) churches. Priest Philip 
also expressed his displeasure because the church was 
conducting a Summer Camp program for local Rasta youths and 
were concerned about their safety and the impression the 
experience would leave on them. 
 After searching the homes and other parts of the 
compound and tabernacle, DEU officers and their canines left the 
compound not finding any drugs or weapons, yet still served Priest 
Philip with an arrest warrant and placed him in handcuffs. In a 
press release from the EABIC Bahamas Branch, they said, “As for 
the Bahamas Government, the EABIC has lobbied for freedom, 
redemption and international reparation tirelessly, demanding 
equal rights and justice. We want human rights of the individual, 
religious tolerance, an end to discrimination against the Rastafari 
faith, an end to Christian dogma in the media, an end to 
discrimination of Rastafari children in public and private schools, an 
end to cutting Rastafari Bredren’s locks in and outside of prison, 
and an end to discrimination against Rastafari man, woman and 
child.”       
 
 

Ethiopian Elections 
By: Samrawit Bogale 

This is the 3rd time that Ethiopia had election since 
Ethiopian People’s revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) 
started ruling the country 1991. I can say that this year’s election 
has changed the perception of Ethiopian peoples to politics 
because of election campaign. It was a great event for women, 
youths and farmers all participated and were happy for this 
democratic election. Pre-election live TV, radio programs, 

newspapers played a great role informing people so they could 
know more about politics.  
Campaign.   

May 15th on the date of election 
people were in line to vote until midnight. In 
the evening Prime Minister Meles Zenawi    
banned demonstrations and political 
meetings. If any persons found defying the 
announcement would be sentenced to prison.  
According to official but not yet ratified 
results, Prime Minister Meles has retained his 
leadership role and his party retained control 
of parliament.  Opposition parties have 
alleged widespread election fraud. 

The opposition and ruling parties have alleged gunmen 
intimated voters; people were forced to vote for certain parties, 
ballot boxes were stuffed or disappeared and the number of ballots 
in some constituencies exceeded the number of registered voters.  

Before questions surfaced 
about the count, EU observers had 
called the campaign and voting stages 
"the most genuinely competitive 
elections the country has 
experienced," despite some problems 
and human rights violations. 

The post-election protests 
were started by students at the Addis Ababa University and rapidly 
spread to other universities, high schools and colleges around the 
city. The capital has a number of university campuses with a total 
of some 20,000 students.   

Following harsh police 
repression of the student 
demonstrations, larger groups of 
opposition sympathizers started taking 
to the streets. Police arrested 
thousands of students who defied a 
government ban to protest the results 
of Ethiopia’s disputed legislative 

elections. Hours after surrounding and locking down the country’s 
largest university, police charged into crowds at Addis Ababa 

University to grab 
protesters and beat others 
with batons in the first 
public protest against the 
May 15th election result. 
Students and activists have 
already been put to Ziway 
and Sendafa prison and 
are concerned about the 
probable use of torture 

The army's 
Special Forces troops 

stood by armed with assault rifles and rocket propelled grenades. 
Riot police with tear gas and a water cannon also stood by as 
regular police quelled the demonstration. 

Hundreds of police officers had sealed main roads 
leading into the capital's university. The elections had been seen   
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